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Letter from the Editor  

Hi Everyone! Spring is springing, t he weather is warming up and itõs 

time to get busy! Rick & I spent the last weekend cleaning up 

outside, tearing down part of the old barn and getting ready for a 

debris dumpster.  While working, I noticed that itõs time to get my 

farrier busy!  Oh, such long, uncared -for hooves! I commented to my 

farrier, thinking the tools would fly into his hands and my horses 

would suddenly be well -shod again. Alas, I apparently need to 

make an appointment, same as everyone else. And unfortunately, I 

always g et the very last appointment available ð which seems to be 

the next of never! You see, my horses are not the best behaved of 

his clients. They have quirks and some have bad manners and their 

owner isnõt always the best client with her entire attention on t he 

task at hand. I tend to baby and cuddle them and am a bit slow on 

the discipline. I donõt spend a lot of time picking up their feet so they 

are a bit ill behaved.  Iõve seen this done so often that my mind 

wanders and I get bored. In short, I make my fa rrier nuts! That said, I 

have included a few òsuggestionsó from other farriers of what NOT to 

say to your farrier to tick him off. For meé all I can say is òSorry 

Honey.ó For you see, my farrier gets some added perks since heõs 

also my hubby!   

As always contact me by the end of the month for any 

announcements, ads or events for inclusion in next monthõs Smoke 

Signal.  

Thanks, Susan 
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After chefs, farriers are often reputed to be some of the most demanding 

prima donnas in existence. Whether they really are, or whether we ï their 

clients ï drive them to distraction is another matter: but the difference 

between throwing together a meal and creating a gourmet feast is not so 

unlike the difference between throwing on a set of shoes and practicing 

farriery as a precision art.  ~Mary Wanless, For the Good of the Horse 

 



What to NOT say to your Farrier!  

 òCan you put this shoe back on? Our other farrier is busy. ó (So youõre not going to be a 

regular client  but you need a favor .) 

 

 òCut the feet  short. I want to go as long as possible between trims. ó 

 

 òNow that you're done, could you hold that check till next week? ó 

 

 òCan you hurry up and finish these next two? I am going to be late for an 

ap pointment! ó 

 

 òLet me call my friend. He wants to watch how you trim a horse - figures it's easy 

money . Or even better -w ill you teach me to do that so I can save some money? And 

loan me your tools, too? ??ó (And then I can come back to fix your crippled horses!)  

 

 òHe's normally gentle as a kitten, but it is the fir st time I have had a halter on him. I 

haven't ever picked up his feet, but he seems real gentle. ó (So you want me  to be the 

on e to get hurt.)  

 

 òI know I said just trims but can you 

shoe them instead? ó (Not that bad 

as long as I have time.)  

 

 òLet me help you clear out a place 

to work, I've been  meaning to get 

out here and straighten up this old 

barn...  ò (Uhhhh, itõs your barn, you 

clean it!  My job õs hard en ough. ) 

 

 òI've got a new horse whose feet are 

in pretty bad shape. The previous 

owners said their farrier wouldn't work 

on him.  (Yaõ think  there õs a reason for 

that?! ) 

 

 òHere's the halter and lead rope. I'll 

be inside if you need anything. ò 

 

 (To the farrier õs wife) òYou don õt mind 

holding him, do you? ??ó (Yes, she 

do es! If sheõs come with m e, itõs 

because it õs her  day off  and she 

do esnõt want to do your job as the 

owner.  ) 

 

Top 10 Ways to Get Rid of Your Farrier  

10. Have your horse shod once a year, then 

complain to everyone you know; "the shoes just fell 

off!" 

9. Do not handle your horses feet at all. Especially 

the young ones.  

8. Make sure your horses are loose in the pasture 

when the farrier arrives. The larger the pasture, the 

better.  

7. Read horse magazines so that you can instruct 

your farrier on the latest shoeing techniques.  

6. Fill the shoeing area with as many obstructions as 

possible. Dogs and children count extra.  

5. Be sure to feed the other horses while the farrier 

is working.  

4. Lead the horses through mud before bringing 

them to be trimmed or shod.  

3. Don't clean your stalls & don't use fly spray.  

2. Complain about the bill shortly after pointing out 

and discussing the huge price of your new truck, 

daughter's horse, boat, etc.  

1. Always wait until the last minute to schedule your 

appointments; insist that the farrier come right 

away. Then, delay paying the bill as long as possible! 
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http://www.hoofprints.com/


Announcements & Events  

March 12 -14 ð Utah Horse Expo at South Jordan Equestrian Park 11200 South 

2200 West. UApHC is scheduled for the Breed Showcase in the Main Arena on 

Saturday at 12:00 noon . Come on out and show  your support of our club.  

March 19 -21 ð Appaloosa Horse Club Board of Directors meeting in Bedford, TX. 

All members are welcome to attend or if you cannot make it but have a 

concern, please contact Frank Larrabee or Sandra Matthews at 719 -651-1771 

or e -mail at sandmarc@redgeckointe rnet.net   

 

March 27  ð Show Committee meeting in Ogden. Call  Joyce for details.  

 

April 10  ð Utah Appaloosa Horse Club Fun show at Allen Horseplay Stables, 2155 

S 3500 West, Taylor. Please see the attached flier file for a class list  and print out 

& post in your local horse areas, please!  We will be having a  silent auctio n 

fundraiser and Hairy Horse contest . We need horse -related items donated ð 

please contact Rick at 801 -352-7893. Please help us with this fundraiser for our 

club!   

 

June 5 & 6  ð UApHC Regional Show at Golden Spike Arena, 1000 N 1200 West, 

Ogden.  We will be  having stock -saddle racing on the flat track  at the show ! 

Bring your fastest ho rses and race against other Apps ! Should be a fun time!!!  

 

No Classifieds this month   

Shows  

March 26  DATE TREE CLASSIC Thermal, CALIFORNIA  

ENTRIES FOR LAST SHOW: Open - 0150 Non -Pro - 0163 Youth - 0084  

Judges: PAUL FILZEN, DEE DEE DOUGLAS, RICK MC LAIN, STEVE 

GORETSKA  

Contact: BROOKS, CYNTHIA J. BAKER 28800 BAY AVE MORENO 

VALLEY, CA 92555 cuervosgold@hotmail.com  

RES: (951)486-9997  

April 10   UApHC ALL BREED FUN SHOW Taylor, UT 

April 24  AAA SPRING CLASSIC Queen Creek, ARIZONA  

ENTRIES FOR LAST SHOW: Open - 0036 Non -Pro - 0046 Youth - 0003  

Judges: C.W. BILL ENGLUND  

Contact: SWEET, ROSEANN 20230 E SUPERSTITION DR QUEEN CREEK, AZ 85142               

sweetspotfarm@netzero.net  

RES: (480)987-8705 BUS: (480)227-4645  

For want of a Nail the Shoe was lost; for 

want of a Shoe the Horse was lost; and 

for want of a Horse the Rider was lost; 

being overtaken and slain by the 

Enemy, all for want of Care about a 

Horse-shoe Nail.  ~Benjamin Franklin, 

Poor Richard's Almanack , June 1758 

 

Wherever man has left his 

footprint in the long ascent 

from barbarism to 

civilization we will find the 

hoofprint of the horse 

beside it.  

 ~John Moore  

 

mailto:sandmarc@redgeckointernet.net


 

 
The hooves of horses! 

Oh! witching and sweet 

Is the music earth steals from the iron-shod feet; 

No whisper of lover, no trilling of bird,  

Can stir me as much as hooves of horses 

Have stirred. 

~Will H. Ogilvie  



 


